
INVESTING IN BETTER BCS PRE DRY-OFF 
 

Tighter farm budgets are the reality for our dairy clients heading into late 
lactation this year, but few can afford to let parasites compromise next 
seasonôs production. And that means drenching pre-dry off becomes less 
of a cost and more of an investment into generating better financial  
performance in 2016/17. It is well established that body condition score 
(BCS) at calving is a vital influencer of milk production and reproductive 
performance in dairy cattle. 
Research has shown a cow that calves at BCS 4 will on average produce 
15 kg less milk solids and cycle eight to 10 days later than a cow that 
calves at BCS 5. The lost days in milk from cycling later results in a  
further loss of 15-20 kg of milk production the following season. The  
optimal BCS at calving for mixed age cows should be 5-5.5, with all  
first and second calvers 5.5. 
Due to the increased demands of the foetus and udder development  
during the late dry period it is difficult to put weight on cows at this time. 
Further, cows put on body weight up to 20 per cent more efficiently  
during lactation compared with the dry period. These two facts make it  
a preferable option to increase BCS now and maintain it as close to the 
optimal calving BCS as possible.  
This year, the impact of the reduced dairy payout and/or drought will 
have many farmers facing the difficult choice between obvious short term 
benefits of extending lactation for maximum MS production and long 
term benefits of maintaining BCS for the sake of the following season.  
Given the fact parasite numbers during autumn are often higher than at 
any other time of the year, appropriate drenching has a potentially critical 
role to play in either scenario. Eliminating parasites ensures cows are  
able to use all available energy resources for foetal development and milk 
production. This can also help them maintain body condition throughout 
the dry period. Trial work in New Zealand and overseas has shown that 
there is an economic response in milk production and increased weight 
gains to treatment of lactating cows and heifers with Eprinex.  
The nil milk withholding of Eprinex means it can be used at any time, 
including during lactation to take advantage of the increased efficiency of 
weight gain and help put weight on cows before dry off. Eprinex applied 
pre dry off can be a smart animal health investment with a rapid return. 
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Blowfly Strike - Be Proactive 
 

Tactically and economically blowfly strike is best approached using a proactive attitude, and product choice and 
application play crucial roles. A proactive approach will mitigate the negative economic impact that may arise 
from waiting until flystrike is present. Ideally, the prevention plan you put in place will take into consideration 
things like time until shearing, chemical class previously used for lice control and regional knowledge about  
seasonal weather forecasts/patterns and the relative blowfly challenge. The old adage that óthe best defence is a 
good offenceô holds true when looking at your blowfly prevention programme.  
When it comes to chemicals insect growth regulators (IGRs) are the most common chemical family used for  
flystrike prevention, mainly due to their persistence. The two categories of IGRs are: 
¶ Triazine-pyrimidine derivatives ï this category is sufficient for fly control only and actives 

include    cyromazine and dicyclanil 
¶ Benzoyl Phenyl Urea (BPU) compounds ï suitable for fly & lice control which includes 

the actives diflubenzuron and triflumuron 
The above chemicals are common choices for those proactively approaching the upcoming season; however 
should there be a need to treat blowfly strike it is important to look for products that have two actives, one of the 
above for ongoing strike control and the secondary ensuring rapid knockdown of maggots. For example,  
CyrazinÈ K.O, this contains the IGR cyromazine in combination with ivermectin.  
Chemical application involves adhering to the label instructions with the correct method to ensure appropriate 
coverage of the target areas (pour-on/spray-on products) or complete coverage and saturation to skin level 
(dipping products) to provide the best outcomes. 
When assessing the comparative protection periods of different products (usually stated as ñup toò X weeks)  
it is important to remember that actual length of cover will be determined by factors such as effectiveness of  
application, fly pressure, environment and other influences.  
If in doubt, talk to us about the best product for your situation. We will be able to advise whether sticking with a 
chemical compound or group previously used will continue to offer long-term protection or if it is time to 
change. New Zealand is still on the front-foot with regards to chemical efficacy, with lessons learnt from  
Australia, however without responsible use of the currently available chemicals we will risk breakdowns and 
lack of efficacy. Talk to our Trading Manager, John, for more information on what will suit you best. 

FEBRUARY 2016 
 

Happy New Year to you all. Of course weôre all wishing for a prosperous one too   
although as it stands at present Iôm not sure thatôs going to happen and it looks like 
weôre in for another year of belt tightening, cost cutting & minimising expenditure.  
On the bright side I see that ASB are sticking with their prediction of a $6-6.50 payout 
next season. That would be wonderful, but Iôm not holding my breath. 
If it makes you feel any better the Vet Clinic will also make a substantial loss this year 
(the first in over 15 years) so weôre all in this together. The fact that weôve been able to 
make good surpluses over the last 6 years & squirrel it away means we have good  
reserves & remain in a strong position to service your farms, stay up to date on  
necessary capital expenditure & most importantly, pay our vets. We wonôt be going 
under any time soon but we expect a big loss this year & will budget for a similar loss 
next year. Of course we could have addressed our shortfalls by increasing fees for  
services & products but we didnôt; youôve heard of the expression ñcutting off your 
nose to spite your faceò? Exactly. If youôre not spending now how would increasing 
prices encourage you to spend more? We will have to address a few things but overall 
donôt expect to see any major price changes in the next 6 months. 
Weôll ride it out just like you will but when the good times return, like every other rural support business we will have  
to look more critically at our charges & pricing then. In the meantime major planned projects such as the re-fitting of the  
clinic reception & sales area will have to wait as we may need to draw on those reserves over the next year or so. 
Thankfully most of the big drug companies are also seeing sense & the majority have made little or no change to the price 
of big ticket items like Dry Cow Therapy. We already have significant amounts of DCT in the stores from last season so  
the price of that wasnôt going to change anyway. It now looks like we will hopefully 
be able to hold our DCT prices either at or very close to last seasonôs prices for the 
whole season so that is some good news for you doing budgets for the coming year. 
One of my very favourite clients told me the other day that Palm Kernel is to blame 
for all our current problems with payout & dairy auctions. Her exact words were ñI 
hate Palm Kernelò and she meant it. By her reckoning PKE (and other bought in feeds 
but especially PKE) has resulted in huge increases in the cost of production, over  
supply of world markets & animal health issues we never used to see. And to be fair I 
kind of agree with her. If nothing else what is happening now may force us to go back 
to a lower input, lower cost grass based system that made us the most profitable & 
efficient dairy farmers in the world just 10 years ago. She also blamed Fonterra and 
more importantly her husband for voting for the merger (see, itôs always the  
husbandôs fault in the end). All I know is that she makes the best fudge this side of 
the black stump so Iôm not going to argue with her! I note prominent Taranaki farmer 
John Washer also is trying to look at the bright side of all of this in the form of a  
return to more traditional low input dairy farming as a way ahead. As he put it 

ñputting the fun back into farmingò. 
Perhaps he and my favourite fudge 
maker are onto something! 
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Hi, my name is Erika. I hail from 
Waitaha, a small valley on the 
West Coast near Hokitika where   
I grew up on a dairy farm.                
I enjoy all kinds of veterinary 
work, including small animals, 
equine and getting out on farms 
for dairy and drystock work.         
In my spare time I love being    
outdoors, and enjoy running, 
tramping, kayaking, cycling,     
netball and horse riding, (or      
relaxing in the sun with a good 
book when Iôm tired after all 
that!).                                                                                                            
I look forward to meeting you all, 
either through work or while out    
exploring the beautiful óNaki.   

Calf vaccinations due! 
Give Nicola a call to book  
Lepto & BVD vaccinations.  
Herd can be vaccinated at scanning;  
heifers out grazing or upon return. 
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